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Candidate Statement 
 
I have served as Vice President for Legislation of the University Council of the American 
Federation of Teachers (UC‐AFT) for five years. I have decided to run again for election 
in that same office. The last five years have seen many changes in both the working 
conditions that we face in the University of California and the challenges that we face as 
union members. I look forward to continuing to serve librarians and lecturers across the 
University of California System. 
 
I have recently transitioned to the Chief Negotiator for the librarian bargaining after 
serving as the Deputy. I am also the contract administrator. Since we signed the the 
current contract I have been working with librarians so that they can understand their 
rights under that contract. I have also been working with librarians across the system as 
UC libraries undergo reorganization.  
 
Over the course of the last year the number of grievances filed by librarians has 
increased. Much of this is due to both reorganization and to a concerted effort of library 
administration to de‐professionalize librarians. Also, there is a move to challenge the 
academic standing of librarians. Both of these issues are critical to our role as librarians 
in the UC system. 
 
I have been working closely with Chris Hables and Mike Rotkin in internal organizing 
with an intention to develop membership capacity. This capacity will empower our 
members and position both the librarian and lecturer bargaining to achieve better 
contracts for both groups. I believe strongly in unions and their role in self‐
empowerment. Unions function best when members are involved, it is how I came to this 
position myself and I feel that by my standing for the rights of others, others will stand 
for me. 
 
I believe that the promise of the University of California, as the leading public university 
in the world, has been betrayed by the current leadership, and our Union, UC‐AFT, has 
taken a leadership role in fighting to restore that promise of public higher education. 
 
I continue to learn from our colleagues on Executive Board. Our Union is fortunate to 
have members who have stepped forward at both the campus and statewide level. Not 
only have they stepped forward they are a truly remarkable group and I look forward to 
continuing to work with and serve both the officers and members of UC‐AFT. I look 
forward to the opportunity to serve you. 
 
In solidarity, 
Axel E. Borg 


